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1. Gandhi’s Talisman
As Mahatma Gandhi advised through his famous Talisman:

“I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt... recall the face of the poorest and the
weakest man... and ask yourself if the step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him.”

Public policy therefore finds its true direction
when the welfare of the weakest citizen
becomes the guiding compass of governance.

Applications: Best for Governance, Development, Welfare

2. Tagore’s Vision of Freedom

In Where the Mind is Without Fear, Rabindranath Tagore dreamt of a nation-

“Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high.”

That vision still reminds us
that the true strength of a nation
lies in enlightened minds and fearless citizens.

Applications: Best for Society, Democracy, Education

3. Robert Frost - Road Less Travelled
As Robert Frost reflected in The Road Not Taken:
“I took the one less traveled by,
And that has made all the difference.”

History often advances
when individuals and societies
choose courage over convenience.

Applications: Best for Leadership, Choices, Youth

4. Ambedkar - Constitutional Morality
B. R. Ambedkar warned that
“Constitutional morality is not a natural sentiment. It has to be cultivated.”

Democratic institutions therefore remain meaningful
only when citizens and leaders alike
respect the spirit of the Constitution.

Applications: Best for Democracy, Governance.
5. Martin Luther King Jr. - Justice
Martin Luther King Jr. reminded humanity:

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice everywhere.”

Ajust society is therefore built
not merely through laws,
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16. Ramdhari Singh ‘Dinkar’:

In the words of Ramdhari Singh ‘Dinkar’:
T AW ¢, ! U1 Rl 9T shered 14 |
S R ¢, THT foraTm I=ent oft TR i

A society progresses
when its citizens refuse to remain passive
and take responsibility for shaping its future.

Applications: Citizen participation, social responsibility,
democracy, governance, social justice, collective action.

17. Mahatma Gandhi

In the words of Mahatma Gandhi:
39 J¥ 1T S Tehed €,
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True freedom
lies not merely in physical liberty,
but in the freedom of thought and spirit.

Applications: Freedom struggle, individual liberty,
democracy, human rights, resilience, freedom of thought.
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	1. Gandhi’s Talisman
	As Mahatma Gandhi advised through his famous Talisman:
	“I will give you a talisman. Whenever you are in doubt… recall the face of the poorest and the weakest man… and ask yourself if the step you contemplate is going to be of any use to him.”
	Public policy therefore finds its true direction when the welfare of the weakest citizen becomes the guiding compass of governance.
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	2. Tagore’s Vision of Freedom
	In Where the Mind is Without Fear, Rabindranath Tagore dreamt of a nation- “Where the mind is without fear and the head is held high.”
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	lies in enlightened minds and fearless citizens.
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	4. Ambedkar – Constitutional Morality
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	butthrough collectivemoral responsibility.
	Application: Social justice, human rights, equality, rule of law, democracy.
	6. Sapiens – Human Cooperation
	In Sapiens: A Brief History of Humankind, historian Yuval Noah Harari argues that the greatest strength of humanity lies in its ability to cooperate around shared ideas and imagined realities.
	Civilizations therefore advance not merely through power or resources, but through the collective beliefs that bind people together.
	The future of humanity will depend on how wisely we shape the stories
	that guide our societies.
	Applications: Nation building, social harmony, globalization, collective action.

	7. Amartya Sen – Development as Freedom
	Economist Amartya Sen in Development as Freedom explains that development is ultimately about expanding human capabilities and freedoms.
	Growth therefore gains meaning
	only when it enhances people’s ability to live the life they value.
	A truly developed society
	is one that enlarges human freedom.
	Applications: Inclusive growth, poverty, human development, welfare state.

	8. Francis Fukuyama – Trust and Institutions
	Political scientist Francis Fukuyama highlights that trust is the foundation of strong institutions and prosperous societies.
	Nations flourish not merely through policies, but through the invisible bonds of social trust.
	Where trust grows, institutions strengthen and societies progress.
	Applications: Governance, corruption, democracy, institutional strength.

	9. Jared Diamond – Collapse of Civilizations
	In Collapse: How Societies Choose to Fail or Succeed, geographer Jared Diamond shows that civilizations often decline when they ignore environmental limits and social challenges.
	History therefore reminds us that progress without foresight
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	carries the seedsof its owndecline.
	Wisdom lies in learning before crises compel us to.
	Applications: climate change, sustainability, environment, resource crisis.
	10. Thomas Piketty – Inequality
	Economist Thomas Piketty in Capital in the Twenty-First Century demonstrates how unchecked inequality can threaten social stability.
	Economic growth therefore must walk hand in hand with fairness.
	A society remains stable and humane when prosperity is shared.
	Applications: Economic inequality, inclusive growth, social justice, welfare policies.

	12. Yuval Noah Harari – Future of Humanity
	Yuval Noah Harari warns that the greatest challenges of the 21st century will arise from technology, inequality and global cooperation.
	Humanity now stands at a crossroads where wisdom must guide power.
	The choices of today
	will define the destiny of tomorrow.
	Applications: Technology, AI, digital future, global challenges.

	13. Kabir — Knowledge & Wisdom
	As Kabir said:
	“पोथी पढ़ि पढ़ि जग मुआ, पंडित भया न कोय।
	ढाई आखर प्रेम का, पढ़े सो पंडित होय॥”
	True wisdom therefore lies not merely in information, but in compassion, understanding
	and the ability to connect with humanity.
	Applications: Education, moral values, wisdom vs information.

	Kabir says:
	“साईं इतना दीजिए, जामे कुटुम समाय।
	मैं भी भूखा न रहूँ, साधु न भूखा जाय॥”
	A balanced life therefore lies not in limitless accumulation, but in sufficiency and sharing.
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	Applications: consumerism, happiness, sustainable lifestyle.
	Kabir reminds us:
	बड़ा हुआ तो क्या हुआ, जैसे पेड़ खजूर।
	पंथी को छाया नहीं, फल लागे अति दूर॥
	Greatness therefore is not measured by height or status, but by the shade of service
	it provides to others.
	Applications: leadership, public service, humility in power.

	14. Rahim — Humility
	In the words of Abdul Rahim Khan-i-Khana:
	रहिमन धागा प्रेम का, मत तोड़ो चटकाय।
	टूटे से फिर ना जुड़े, जुड़े गाँठ पड़ जाय॥
	Societies remain strong
	when bonds of trust and compassion
	are carefully preserved.
	Applications: communal harmony, unity, social trust.

	Abdul Rahim Khan-i-Khana beautifully observed:
	रहिमन निज मन की व्यथा, मन ही राखो गोय।
	सुनि इठलैहैं लोग सब, बाँटि न लहै कोय॥
	Human dignity therefore rests
	not only in strength of action,
	but also in the quiet resilience of character.
	Applications: Character, ethics, resilience.

	15. Guru Nanak
	Guru Nanak said:
	साँच बराबर तप नहीं, झूठ बराबर पाप।
	जाके हिरदै साँच है, ताके हिरदै आप॥
	(Truth is high, but higher still is truthful living.)
	Values gain meaning
	not merely when they are spoken, but when they are practiced.
	Societies truly progress
	when truth becomes a way of life. Where to use:
	Applications: Ethics in public life, Good governance, Integrity in administration, Moral leadership.
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	16. Ramdhari Singh ‘Dinkar’:
	In the words of Ramdhari Singh ‘Dinkar’:
	समर शेष है, नहीं पाप का भागी केवल व्याध।
	जो तटस्थ हैं, समय लिखेगा उनका भी अपराध॥
	A society progresses
	when its citizens refuse to remain passive
	and take responsibility for shaping its future.
	Applications: Citizen participation, social responsibility, democracy, governance, social justice, collective action.

	In the words of Mahatma Gandhi:
	“आप मुझे जंजीरों से जकड़ सकते हैं,
	आप मुझे यातना दे सकते हैं,
	आप मेरे शरीर को नष्ट कर सकते हैं,
	लेकिन मेरे मन को कभी कैद नहीं कर सकते।”
	True freedom
	lies not merely in physical liberty,
	but in the freedom of thought and spirit.
	Applications: Freedom struggle, individual liberty, democracy, human rights, resilience, freedom of thought.
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